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Professional Career 

May 21, 1945  born in Reutlingen, Germany 
1972  Graduation in Physics, University of Tübingen/ Bonn (Diploma degree) 
1972 – 1975  Research Fellow at CERN, Geneva. Experimental and Theoretical work on 

proton beams in accelerators and plasmas 
1975 – 1976  Research assistant at Freiburg/Breisgau University and Brookhaven 

National Laboratory, New York: Doctoral degree with thesis on “Longitudinal 
Instabilities of Relativistic Proton Beams in Synchrotrons”  

1977  Researcher at the Electron Sycrotron DESY, Hamburg 
1978 – 1982  German Aerospace Centre DFVLR/no DLR, Institute of Communication 

Techn., Oberpfaffenhofen, space-borne communication/navigaton systems,   
1983 – 1986  Science astronaut at DLR in Cologne, Germany. Research in physical 

sciences and life sciences, training on Shuttle systems and operations 
30.10.1985   Spaceflight STS-61A with Challenger on German Spacelab Mission D1  
1986 – 1999  Full Professor (C4) and Director of the Space Systems Institute (IRS), 

University of Stuttgart: Space stations and transportation systems, re-entry, 
experiments in weightlessness 

1989 – 1993  Dean and Deputy Dean of the Aerospace Faculty, University of Stuttgart 
1996 – 1998   Vice President Universitaet Stuttgart for Science and Technology  
  Chairman of committees: Research Committee, Computing Centre Users 
1998 – 2000  CEO of Technology Transfer Initiative GmbH, University of Stuttgart 
2000 – 2004  Head European Astronaut Centre (EAC), in Directorate of Manned Space-

flight and Microgravity of ESA, Cologne, (on leave from the University) 
since 2005   Full Professor (C4) Chair Astronautics and Space Stations, Univ. Stuttgart  
since 2007  Member of the Innovation Council of Federal State Baden-Wuerttemberg 
 
Membership 
 
1986  Corresponding Member of German Aerospace Society DGLR1986 
1989 – 1994  DGLR Board of Directors 
1989  Member International Academy of Astronautics IAA 
since 1986  Member Association of Space Explorers (ASE), Executive Comm. (89-92) 
1990 – 1994  Advisory Board of German Space Agency DARA 

 
Special Honours 
since 1985  Dutch Royal Academy of Science 
1976  Science Award of Wissenschaftliche Gesellschaft in Freiburg im Breisgau 
1985  NASA Space Flight Medal and NASA Flight Achievement Award (1986) 
1985  German Cross of Merit First Class 
1986  Medal of Merit of Federal State Baden-Wuertemberg 
1986  Golden Hermann Oberth Medal 
1997  Reinhard-Furrer-Award of DARA 
2001  Officier dans l’Ordre des Palmes Académiques 



2003  Member German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina 
2009  Member German Technical Academy of Sciences acatech 
2009  Doctor h.c. of Technical University Dresden 
2009  Académie de L'Air et de L'Espace de France 
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